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ADvICE to Proteſtants of ordinary 
Capacities, how to behave them- 
ſelves when they are tampered with 
to change their Religion. 


HE firſt Thing they will uſually tell 

you is, That it concerns you infinitely 

to look that you be of the true Church, for 

you are damned if you be not, becauſe there 
is but one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Church. 

To this you muſt anſwer, That you do 
believe and profeſs that one Faith which was 
deliver'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and that 
you are baptized into that Faith, and conſe- 
quently you are a Member of Chriſt's Holy 
Catholick Church. 

They will tell you, that you are not a 
Member of Chriſt's Catholick Church, be- 
_ cauſe you are not a Roman Catholick. 

To this you muſt anſwer, that you are a 
Member of the Catholick Church, tho' you 
be not a Member of the Roman Church; for 
the Roman Church is but a Part of the Ca- 
tholick Church. 2 : 
They will tell you, That the Romer 
Church hath all the Marks of the Catholick 
Church, and no other Church but thar hath. 
Fou may tell them again, That no one 
particular Church can have all the Marks of 
the Catholick; no more than a particular 
County of England, as for Inſtance, W 
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ſex, can have the Marks of being all Eng- 
land : For the Catholick Church doth take 
into its Notion all the Churches of Chris 
throughout the World; but the Roman 
Church, with all thoſe particular Churches 
that join in Communion with it, makes but 
a ſmall Part of thoſe Churches. So that all 
that can be gather'd from her Marks is, that 


ſhe is one Part of the. Church of Chriſt; 


but ſhe wants all thoſe Marks that ſhould 
either ſhew her to be the whole Church, or 


a ſound Part of the Church ; for certainly, | 


among the Marks of a true and ſound Church, 

this ought to be put in as one of the princi- 
pal, That the Church which profeſſeth ſo 

to be, ſhould, in Matters of Faith, hold a 
Conformity with the Holy Scriptures and the 
Primitive Writings : But this the Church of 
Rome doth not at this Day. 


They will tell you, That the Church of 


Rome is, in all Things, conformable to the 
Hol y Scriptures, and to the Primitive Church. 

You may ſafely anſwer them, Thar, in a 
| Sew many Things, the Church of Rome 

ath defined, and practiſeth at this Day con- 
trary to the Scriptures, or the Uſage of the 
Primitive Church : As for Inſtance, in, de- 
nying the Cup of the Holy Commiunioh to 
the Pais, in celebrating the Communion 
every. Day, when none of the Company but 
the Prieſt doth receive; in having their 


Prayers in an unknown Tongue; in a re- 


sion Uſe of dae in che Worſhip of 
| 25 God; 


— — 2 


1 ö „ e. PA — — — ff _ 2 


J. Eos OE, SS. Bars | ame 


! 
God; in ſeveral Doctrines which they have 
made Matters of Faith; as the Doctrine of 
Indulgences, Purgatory, ſeven Sacraments, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Invocation of Saints, 
and the like. As to all theſe Things, you 
my ſafely challenge them, that there is 


nothing to be ſhewn in the Holy Scriptures, 


or in Primitive Antiquity, for the Belief or 
Practice of them, but much to be ſhewn 
againſt them. 

They will ask you who is to be Judge of 
the Meaning of Scripture? Is every private 
Man to be Judge of that? At that rate, we 
ſhall have as many Faiths as there are Men. 

To this you may anſwer, You refuſe no 
Judges of the Senſe of Scripture, ſuppoſing 
they be equally indifferent ones; but you 
think ita little unreaſonable, that the Church 
of Rome ſhould be a Judge of the Senſe of 
Scripture in Matters wherein ſhe 1s a Party; 
that you are willing to be concluded by the 
Judgment of the univerſal Church, as to the 
Senſe of any Texts of Scripture that are 
in Debate between the Church of England 
and the Roman; and you will, at any time, 
join Iſſue with them upon that Point, pro- 
vided you may have Liberty to call in one 
to your Aſſiſtance, who is uſed to- thoſe 
Matters. But you may anſwer further: 
Every Man is a Judge of the Senſe of 
Scripture, ſuppoſing it be rightly tranſlated, 
in needful Matters; and as to thoſe Scrip- 
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tures that are not neceſſary, it is no great 
Matter if you do not underſtand them. 

If they ſay, that in neceſſary Matters the 
Scripture are not ſufficiently plain, 

Then pray ask them, how it comes about 
that God ſhould not be able, by the Pen- men 
he made uſe of, to put his Mind plainly in- 
to Writing, as well as Tully, Ariſtotle, or 
Virgil, put their Minds into Writing? We 
can, at this Day, underſtand the Senſe of 
thoſe Authors, as to moſt of the Things 
they write about; tho', about ſome Paſſages, 
there is a Controverſy. And why may we 
not as well underſtand the Senſe of thoſe 
Writings that were dictated by God Al- 
mighty ? | 

When they prefs you to take the Scrip- 
tures only in their Interpretation, you muſt 
aſk them, why they would have you believe 
their Interpretation ? I ſuppoſe they will an- 
ſwer, becauſe their Interpretation is the Senſe 
of the Church, which cannot err. 

If you aſk them again, How they prove 
that the Church cannot err? Tis likely they 
will tell you, that Chriſt hath promiſed to 
be with the Church to the End of the 
World; and if ſo, how is it poſſible the 
Church ſhould fall into Errors about Faith? 

To this you may anſwer, That Chriſt 
hath indeed promiſed that he will be with 
the ' Apoſtles; and you are likewiſe willing to 
grant, that this Promiſe is to be extended to 
all thoſe who ſucceed the Apoſtles, 70 7h? 
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Endof the World. But what is this to In- 
fallibility? May not Chriſt's Spirit be preſent 
with Chriſtian Miniſters, unleſs, at the ſame 
time, you 5 he confers upon them the 


Priviledge of Infallibility ? But if this Text 
do indeed make any thing rowards Infalli- 
bility, it will rather prove the Infallibility of 
particular Miniſters,than particularChurches. 
But how, from this Text, the Church of 
Rome, above all others, ſhould derive to her 
ſelf a Priviledge of being infallible, is beyond 
all Reaſon, and almoſt beyond all Imagina- 
tion. 

They will ask; you where was your Church 
before Luther. Vou may tell them your 
Church was there to be found where their 
Church never was, vig. In the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Records of the ancient Fa- 
thers and Councils. If they cavil at this An- 
ſwer, you may anſwer directly to their Queſ- 
tion, in this manner: Lou may tell them, 
That the Church of England, before Luther, 
was juſt in the ſame Place where it is now; 
for the Proteſtants did not pretend to make a 
new Church, but only reform the old One. 
The Church of England, before that Time, 


embraced a great many Errors in Matters of 


Religion, and built a great deal of Hay and 
Stubble upon the Foundation. But after 
that Time, through the Mercy of God, ſhe 
was purged from thoſe Errors, and threw 
aſide that Rubbiſh, which, by Time, and 


too much Compliance with the Roman 


Church, 
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Church, ſhe had contracted; but ſtill ſhe 
was the ſame Church ſhe had been before, 
as much as a Face that is waſh'd is the ſame 

that it was before, when it was dirty. © 
They will urge you to ſhew them any 
Church, before the Reformation, that held, 
in Matters of Faith, as the Church of Eng- 
land now doth. | 
You may tell them, That all the ancient 
Churches of Chriſt held the ſame Faith the 
Church of England now holds; and if in 
the Articles, and other publick Monuments 
of our Church, we have made Declarations 
againſt ſeveral particulars, ſuch as the Popeꝰs 
Supremacy, &c. of which we find no men- 
tion in the Primitive Church, It is becauſe 
there were none in thoſe Days who held 
thoſe Doctr ines: Bur if they had been ſtart- 
ed, we do not in the leaſt doubt but they 
would have been as much condemned by the 


Ancient Churches, as they are by the Church 
of England. 


